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Dedicated to the welfare of Laryngectomees  

All Correspondence to:  The Secretary, Laryngectomee Association of N.S.W  39/122 Saunders Steet 

Pyrmont 2009. Ph. 02 95719220. Mob. 0437 378747  Email:admin@stilltalking.org 

No 186                The Laryngectomee Association of  N.S.W                         May 08 

MONTHLY MEETINGS 

N.S.W Association 3rd Wednesday of month Uniting 
Church Hall Carrington Avenue. Strathfield at 11am-
NEW ENGLAND: Meets at 2pm 1stWed. Feb. Apr. 
June. Aug. Oct. Dec. 2pm Conference Room. Rehab 
Unit Tamworth Base Hosp. 02 6767 8377  
NEWCASTLE: 3rd Tues. Monthly Mayfield Bowling 
Club. Ingall St. Mayfield. Contact John Lovett 02 4954 
8308 
NORTHERN RIVERS: 4 times  annually at rotating ven-
ues 67678377 Contact Speech Pathology Lismore Base 
Hospital 
ALBURY: Contact Ph. 02 63232011 extn. 323 
CANBERRA: 1st Thu. at 11am. Mar. June. Sep. Dec. 
Canberra Hospital 
SOUTHERN DISTRICTS: 4th Wed. 11am. Thomas  
Rachael Moore Education Centre. Liverpool Hospital. 
Ph.02 96076708 Contact Pres. Richard Patman 9607 
6708   
MID NORTH COAST Port Macquarie Community 
Health Centre. Feb. May. Aug. Nov Contact Craig Su-
osaari  02 65882823 
CENTRAL COAST  Meet at Central Coast Leagues Club. 
Co-ordinator(s)  Vicky Kelly (S.P.)  and Ann Moloney 
(Gosford Hospital ) assisted by Bill Byfield 0402 
045048   

 

OFFICE BEARERS 2008 

PRESIDENT: Brian Gardner 

4 Merelyn Road. Belrose 2085 

02 9452- 2858 

VICE PRESIDENT: Russell Green 

17/765 Princes Hwy. Blakehurst 2221 Ph.95473669 

VICE PRESIDENT (2) Peter McGregor 

21/39 Cook Rd,  Centennial Park 2021 

02 93317440 0419 4213214 

SECRETARY  Colin Bolton, 39/122 Saunders Street. Pyrmont 

2009. 02 95719220 .0437 378747  

Email admin@stilltalking.org 

TREASURER / WELFARE OFFICER:  

Carol Gardner: P.O Box 380 Belrose 2085 NSW 

Fax & Phone 02 9451 7926. Email lansw@bigpond.com 

MINUTE SECRETARY: Mary Halliburton, 94 Carmen Drive Car-

lingford 2118 

SPEECH AIDS COORDINATOR: John Chaloner PO Box 31 Sum-

mer Hill 2130. 02 9799-1154 

NEWS EDITOR Colin Bolton 39/122 Saunders St PYRMONT 

2009 02 95719220 Mob 0437 378747   

Email: admin@stilltalking.org 

ASSISTANT WELFARE OFFICER & Hospital packs. Bruce 

Hodges 31 Clack Rd Chester Hill 2162  0404 400 842 

 

WHO TO CONTACT 

BLOM SINGER SUPPLIES:- David Smith. 27 Bellevue Pde  

North Curl Curl 2099. Ph 02 9939-1539 Ask for David person-

ally 

SPEECH AIDS, BATTERIES PARTS, ADVICE ON REPAIRS John 

Chaloner PO Box 31 Summer Hill. 2130  

Ph 02 9799-1154 

SHOWER SHIELDS, STOMA COVER MATERIAL AND WELFARE 

MATTERS.  Carol Gardner,  P.O Box 380 Belrose 2085 NSW Fax 

& Phone 02 9451 7926 

ACCOMMODATION ASSISTANCE WHEN NEEDING OUT  

PATIENT TREATMENT AND AWAY FROM HOME:- Cancer 

Council of NSW 153 Dowling St WOOLLOOMOOLOO 2011 (PO 

BOX 572 KINGS CROSS 1340)   Ph 02 9334-1900 Fax 02 9357-

2676  Or contact social worker at the hospital you will be at-

tending  

 

EDITORIAL Our new we page www.stilltalking.org will be 

up and running Thursday or Friday of this weekτ

feedback would be appreciated. I hope with plenty of 

information for the old and new Laryngectomee. You can 

also access newsletters past and present on the site as 

well as archived articles. 

It remains a disappointment the lack of feedback I get. I 

have on two occasions asked for health professionals to 

respond to their email with their place of employment 

on the subject line (I have had 6 replies) This would help 

us create a directory and could be of use for members 

who are travelling within N.S.W or changing address. 

Also there may be the odd occasion we need to forward 

information that may only be of interest to health pro-

fessionals. This process took me 10 seconds to do. I can 

only presume very few read the email and it would start 

to seem a waste of time sending it . 
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As you are watching television it immediately grabs 

your attention and holds it for just shy of one minute. The lo-

cation is a crowded city street in New York City. Two cowboys 

are riding their horses to-

gether past the stopped traf-

fic. As horns blare they get 

off their horses and, as a 

guitar begins to play, they 

build a campfire right there 

on the asphalt. One cowboy 

plays the guitar and the 

other removes his neck scarf 

revealing a stoma. 
The voice which begins 

to sing is familiar to most 

laryngectomees. It is the 

monotone sound of an electronic artificial larynx. The lyrics 

are displayed at the bottom of the screen with a bouncing star 

following along: 

 

You don't always die from tobacco, 

Sometimes you just lose a lung. 

You don't always die from tobacco, 

Sometimes they just snip out your tongue. 

And you won't sing worth a heck, 

With a big hole in your neck, 

(And the guitar playing cowboy finishes) Cuz you 

don't always die from tobacco. 

(Together) Cuz you don't always die from tobacco. 

Cuz you don't always die from tobacco. 

(And the laryngectomee finishes with) "Yippie ky yo." 

 The ad concludes by showing a sign hanging from one 

of the horses: "Over 8.5 million Americans live with tobacco 

related illnesses." And written on the last few frames,  

"Knowledge is  contagious.  Infect truth. 

 

 The commercial is another of the hard­hitting anti-

tobacco ads funded by The American Legacy Foundation. The 

Foundation was created by and receives most of its revenue 

from the tobacco industry as part of the 1999 Master Settle-

ment Agreement between the industry and a coalition of at-

torneys general from 46 states. It provides grants to further its 

two goals: to keep young people from starting to smoke, and 

to help adults who already smoke to quit. The commercial is 

from TheTruth.com which is the web site for the Foundation's I 

program to keep young people from beginning J to smoke. The 

commercial has been nominated for close to 30 awards includ-

ing two Emmys. If you have Internet access you can view the  

entire commercial on our own web site www.stilltalking.org 

 

So, who IS the singing Laryngectomee cowboy? He is Tommy 

Cook from Long Island, New York. Writing about how the com-

mercial came about Tommy wrote, "After living a pretty nor-

mal life again (following surgery) and getting adjusted to being 

a lary, I got an e­mail from a talent agency looking for help 

with an anti-smoking  campaign. They were looking for a lary 

around my age to shoot a t.v. commercial. I sent them a ran-

dom photo of me that my wife 

took. 

The next day they contacted me. 

They wanted to set up a meeting. 

We met at a local diner and chat-

ted about the concept of the com-

mercial, (and) what they wanted 

me to do. We also discussed the 

song they wanted me to sing in the 

commercial, using an (artificial 

electronic larynx) for 'shock value'. 

Two days later they contacted me 

again stating they wanted me for the commercial! 

So, in August of 2006, my wife and I went to New York 

City. We did the audio part first. I sang the song several times 

in a professional studio. This took about three hours. We had a 

lot of fun and I found it to be very easy and exciting. You need 

to know that before surgery I couldn't sing on key at all! Now, 

I'm in a studio singing with an (electronic artificial larynx) for a 

commercial to be aired around the world! 

 

 Tommy's story on becoming a Laryngectomee is a fa-

miliar one. He started smoking at age 13 and was up to a three 

pack a day habit by age 33 when he decided to quit. At age 38 

he woke up with a hoarse sounding voice. By the time it was 

finally diagnosed he had a large tumor and it was growing un-

der his no longer functioning left vocal cord. Tommy wrote, 

"Now, time to start treatment. Two cycles of chemotherapy. 

They wanted to do three, but I refused the third due to the 

fact that the first two nearly killed me. Then forty rounds of 

radiation. By the end of the treatments, I lost all my hair and I 

was burnt like toast. I won't tell you about all the sickness 

these treatments caused. I choose to forget as best I can. 

 

 So, back to the hospital for the doctor to take a good 

look and see if the treatments worked. A few days later, my 

wife and I saw him in his office for the results. He looked at us 

and said 'I'm sorry but the treatments failed, you need a total 

laryngectomy to survive'. So in October 1998 I went back into 

the hospital for surgery. This was the start of my new life. The 

treatments had cost Tommy a 65 pound weight loss in just 

eight months, but he stated, "With the help of my wife and 

kids, over the next few years my life became almost normal 

again! They were my main support. You see, all of my friends 

jumped ship as soon as I got sick. Guess they couldn't deal 

with the word CANCER 

 

¢ƘŜ {ƛƴƎƛƴƎ ά[ŀǊǊȅέ /ƻǿōƻȅ 

http://TheTruth.com
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The commercial has had quite an impact on Tommy. He 

stated, "I have received hundreds of e-mails from all over the 

world! E-mails from kids telling me I helped them quit or not 

start smoking. Some kids even stated that the commercial 

helped their parents quit! I also received e-mails from adults 

stating they shared the video with their kids and were able to 

convince their kids not to smoke! 

 

Tommy wrote, "Before my surgery, I was never a singer. I 

never liked western movies. And I never liked going to the city! 

Now, I'm in a commercial singing, dressed like a cowboy, in the 

middle of Manhattan!" 

 

He concluded, "Please allow me to thank some people. My 

wife Donna and my kids! Thanks to TheTruth and American 

Legacy for choosing me for the commercial And for all of the 

support I get from WebWhispers! (Thanks Dutch Helms 

[recently deceased founder])." 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xRHvZazd4IM 

If you do not have an internet connection it is well worth 

while taking this to one of your children or friends and asking 

for it to be shown. I wish our Cancer Council would do some-

ǘƘƛƴƎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƭƛƴŜǎ άƻǳǊ ŎŀƴŎŜǊέ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ 

seldom mentioned : Editor. 

When Laryngectomees develop problems, at least 

some will experiment with off the shelf items which may al-

ready be in their homes. A persistent and important question 

is whether doing so is safe or not. 
One common problem we develop is dryness and irrita-

tion in and around the stoma, and the question is whether 

using common products such as creams, lotions, ointments 

and similar products is safe. The problem is that a product 

which is safe and effective for one use can become harmful 

and even extremely dangerous if used for another. A question 

which comes up from time to time involves using any lubri-

cants in and around the stoma, but also antibacterial creams 

such Neosporin, Bacitracin, Polysporin or similar products. 

Here is a discussion of the issue by Dr. Carla Gress, 

 

Knowledgeable ENTs and pulmonologists (lung doctors) 

will tell you, "DO NOT USE PETROLEUM PRODUCTS IN OR 

AROUND THE STOMA!" These products do not belong in the 

lungs, and you risk the development of an abscess, which can 

be life-threatening. 

And 'a little dab will do you' isn't a good idea either. It is 

just as risky. I know that people like to use the rationale, 'I do 

it all the time, and it's never hurt me.' That sounds all well and 

good at first, but you must remember that some things are not 

instantly harmful, but have cumulative effects over the years, 

of which you may have no awareness. For example, cigarettes 

and alcohol. How long do you have to smoke for it to contrib-

ute to the development of cancer? Three years? Five years? 

How long does someone drink alcohol before developing cir-

rhosis of the liver? 

The other problem with prolonged use of antibiotic prepara-

tions is that over time the bacteria become resistant to the 

medication. If and when you do develop an acute infection, 

the drug won't work anymore, and you have to go to more 

powerful drugs to treat the infection. You may have heard 

about MRSA (methicillin resistant staph aureaus), which is a 

bacterial infection from a 'super-bug' that has developed resis-

tance to all but the most extremely powerful (and very costly) 

antibiotics. That is why there is a growing trend in medicine to 

only prescribe antibiotics when absolutely necessary, and then 

for as short a period as possible. 

So think twice before using Bacitracin, Neosporin or Poly-

sporin, or their generic equivalents, and only use it on the skin 

around the stoma when your doctor specifically prescribes it 

for a short period of time. And then, never IN the stoma or 

around the rim." 

Dr. Carla Gress  

 

HOW do you smell flowers when you've had a. laryngectomy? 

Or blow your nose, for that matter? For the 30 or so Lower 

Hunter people who've had their larynxes removed, speaking 

intelligibly through holes in their throats is a challenge big 

enough on its own to make the loss of a sense of smell, or 

nose blowing, seem less important. But now Mr. Arthur 

Homer, 62, of Merewether, has invented a device that has 

restored those two abilities he had lost. A heavy smoker for 

most of his life, Mr Homer quit the habit six years ago. But he 

may have left it too late because he developed cancer of the 

throat. 

About a year ago, he had to have his larynx removed, Since 

then he's had no sense of smell, simply because air no longer 

passed through his nose or mouth.The other outcome was he 

ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōƭƻǿ Ƙƛǎ ƴƻǎŜΣ ŀƴ ŀƴƴƻȅƛƴƎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǿƘŜƴ ŎƻƭŘǎ ŀƴŘ 

Tommy can be reached at 

Using Anti Bacterial creams, lubricants, oint-

ments in and around the stoma 

!ǊǘƘǳǊ ŦƛƴŘǎ ǎǿŜŜǘ  ΨǎƳŜƭƭΩ ƻŦ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xRHvZazd4IM
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sniffles strike. Mr Homer is not a man to be kept down. De-

spite his medical problems, he still works as a lift driver at the 

T&G building in the city, where he has been for the past 33 

years. But his two handicaps have continued to occupy his 

mind. Mr. Homer said that just last Saturday he thought that 

as surgeons had removed from, inside his throat the airways 

to his nose and mouth, he could perhaps! place an airway on 

the outside. So, with a piece of plastic tubing and a coin 

holder, he did just that.  He joined .the two together so that 

he could direct a stream of air from the hole in his throat to 

his mouth and from there, into to his mouth and from there, 

into his nose. I smelled a bar of soap and I knew it was Palmol-

ive,' he said with obvious pride. I've been driving my wife 

batty, sniffing my food and running around smelling every-

thing,' he grinned. With the whole world of scents reopened 

to him, his excitement is barely containable. 

He can hardly wait to attend the next meeting of the Lost 

Chord Club, (Newcastle) the support group for people without 

larynxes, so he can share his invention. His crude, but effec-

tive, prototype has been replaced by a slick and more pliable 

model from the Royal Newcastle Hospital's maxillio-facial 

clinic. 

Other people with the same problems will benefit from his 

experimentation. By GREG RAY, Health Reporter Newcastle 

Herald 

One of our prominent members had occa-

sion to fix a bedroom sash window, as he 

was doing it the sash broke with both his 

hands on the window sill fingers out-

stretched. With fingers going blue he could 

neither shout (nor swear) Kicking on the wall 

was the only remedy but his wife hearing the 

bangs and talking to his daughter in another 

ǊƻƻƳ ǎŀƛŘ άLǘΩǎ ŀƭǊƛƎƘǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŘŀŘ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŦƛȄ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŘƻǿΦ 

 

Is this our youngest reader? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My 10 month old great grandson into mischief already! 

 

Just thought I would share this! (letter on web whispers) 

My 8 yr old grand daughter ( was 4 at time of my  surgery) 

recently showed up at a family gather with 10 inches of her 

golden hair  gone. She looked so cute in short hair but what a 

shock. She then made it known  to all she had cut her hair to 

donate to "Locks for Love" for wigs for cancer  patients. When I 

told her how special she was for such a kind act she was 

quick  to point out I was the one who made her think that.  

 

Lawyers should never ask a Mississippi grandma a question if 

they aren't prepared for the answer. 

  

In a trial, a Southern small-town prosecuting attorney called 

his first witness, a grandmotherly, elderly woman to the stand. 

He approached her and asked, 'Mrs. Jones, do you know me?' 

She responded, 'Why, yes, I do know you, Mr. Williams. I've 

known you since you were a boy, and frankly, you've been a 

big disappointment to me. You lie, you cheat on your wife, and 

you manipulate people and talk about them behind their 

backs. You think you're a big shot when you haven't the brains 

to realize you'll never amount to anything more than a two-bit 

paper pusher. Yes, I know you.' 

 The lawyer was stunned. Not knowing what else to do, 

he pointed across the room and asked, 'Mrs. Jones, do you 

know the defense attorney?' She again replied, 'Why yes, I do. 

I've known Mr. Bradley since he was a youngster, too. He's 

ƭŀȊȅΣ ōƛƎƻǘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ŘǊƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΦ IŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ  ōǳƛƭŘ ŀ 

normal relationship  with anyone, and his law practice is one of 

the worst in the entire state. Not to mention he cheated on his 

wife with three different women. One of them was your wife. 

Yes, I know him.' The defense attorney nearly died. 

 The judge asked both counselors to approach the bench 

and, in a very quiet voice, said, 

'If either of you idiots asks her if she knows me, I'll send you 

both to the electric chair.' 

 

  

 

J0078703.wmf
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MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 16TH APRIL 2008 

PRESENT: Brian & Carol Gardner. Colin & Wyn Bolton. Peter Mc.Gregor. Bruce Hodges. Don Newby. Bruce Hodges. 
Mary Halliburton. Patricia Lamont. Sandra Brown National Relay Service (Guest speaker) 

APOLOGIES: Tony Krasnodebski (representing association at Cancer Council Meeting) John Chaloner. Lilah Walton  

MINUTES: Resolved Bruce Hodges/Don Newby minutes be taken as read and accepted as a true and correct record. 

{9/w9¢!w¸Ω{ w9thw¢Υ Reported contact from Ambulance Service asking for speech pathologist to attend training 
session in May. (Arranged with Julia MacLean) Correspondence to executors for Alan Mesri re Cooper Rand on loan 
from P of W Speech Pathology. Resolved Carol Gardner/Bruce Hodges that report be accepted. 

¢w9!{¦w9wΩ{ w9thw¢Υ Resolved Colin Bolton/Wyn Bolton be accepted  

²9[C!w9 hCCL/9wΩ{ w9thw¢: Reported that Illawarra Laryngectomee Group has now been wound up, funds in 
ƘŀƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴ /ŀƴŎŜǊ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΦ ±ŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǎǘƻƳŀ ŎƻǾŜǊǎΣ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ŀƛŘǎΣ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ 
N.S.W association with items passed their use by date donated to speech pathologists for training purposes. Re-
solved Don Newby/Patricia Lamont that the report be received. 
ΨLƴ IŜŀƭǘƘΩ ŎŀǘŀƭƻƎǳŜǎ ǎŜƴǘ ƻǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ !ǇǊƛƭ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ƻǳǊ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ {ŎƘŀŦŦƭŜǊ ƻŦ aŀƛƴ aŜŘƛπ
cal, postage and envelopes paid for by Main Medical. 
New members: John Mc.Mahon of Fairy Meadow. Barry Unsworth of Gorokan. Lawrence Reed of Grong Grong. 
Paul Reid of Caves Beach. 
Vale: Paul Lydon of Salt Ash. Colin Laird of Forster   

SPEECH AIDS COORDINATORS REPORT  
The latest order I collected of the Varta batteries for the Servox speech aid had increased in price so the cost to our members 
for this battery is now $20.30 each. Note that this is the Nett cost to us of the battery ς ȅƻǳǊ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ǉŀǎǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
GST or the postage & packaging. 

GENERAL BUSINESS: Alan Dawson is very low and being moved from Ryde Nursing Home back to Geenwhich Pallia-
tive Care. 
¢ƘŜ /ŀƴŎŜǊ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǊŜǇǊƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪƭŜǘ ά¸ƻǳ /ŀƴ {ŀȅ ¢Ƙŀǘ !Ǝŀƛƴέ  ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿŜǎǘ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎ 
and speech aids illustrated in another publication on all cancers that will include a special section on Laryngeal Ca-
cer. A draft copy will be sent to our association for approval. 
Sandra Brown from the National Relay Service gave an interesting talk and demonstration of the telephone equip-
ment I outlined in last months newsletter. 
The meeting closed at 12:30. The next meeting will be 21st May   
 

Treasurer's Report 16.04.08          

Adelaide Bank       Commonwealth Bank      

Income    Expenditure Nil  Income    Expenditure  

Opening Balance $4,813.00  Patient Supplies $330.00  Opening Balance $8,027.00  April Lunch  $20.00 

Income  $119.00  Total  $330.00  Cancer Council $127.00  Stationary/Office $164.00 

Transfer/Scandia $20,000.00      Sales  $315.00  Phone/Internet $136.00 

Total  $24,932.00      Membership fees $130.00  Printing  $245.00 

        Total  $8,599.00  Postage  $460.00 

            Travel expenses $496.00 

        Balance of Account $7,008.00  P.O Box  $70.00 

Balance of count $24,602.00          Total  $1,591.00 
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 I recently had correspondence from speech pathologists who were having difficulty obtaining Cooper Rand speech devices. 

They were told they were no longer available as they were not recognised by The Therapeutic Goods Administration and can-

not be supplied under the PADP programme. I sent a letter as secretary of the association to the Minister for Health the 

Rt.Hon. Nicola Roxon and received the following reply from the Australian Government Department of Health and Ageing. 

As I understand it this device is usually (or often) loaned to new Laryngectomees whilst in hospital following surgery and/or 

whilst waiting for their speech method to be determined. If there is anything else we as an association can do in this matter 

can speech pathologists please advise me. The newsletter would seem the only way I can relly convey this information to our 

health professionals BUT it will be of interest also to anyone currently using a Cooper Rand 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Colin Bolton Secretary 

The Laryngectomy Association of NSW 39/122 Saunders 

Street PYRMONT NSW 2009 

 
 
Dear Mr. Bolton 

Thank you for your letter of 12 March 2008 to the Minister for Health and Ageing, the Hon Nicola Roxon MP, regarding con-

cerns raised by speech pathologists that the Cooper Rand electronic speech prosthesis is not recognised by the Therapeutic 

Goods Administration (TGA) and cannot be supplied under the Program of Appliances for Disabled People (PADP). 

For a medical device to be supplied in Australia, it must meet requirements for quality, safety and performance set out in the 

Therapeutic Goods Act 1989 and be included on the Australian Register of Therapeutic Goods (ARTG). 

The Australian supplier of the Cooper-Rand Electronic speech prosthesis, Euphony Pty Ltd, cancelled the entry for this device 

on the Australian Register of Therapeutic Goods in October 2007 because the US manufacturer was unable to provide the cer-

tifications required to demonstrate the device met the minimum standards for quality, safety and performance. 

Although this device is no longer approved for general supply, a patient may be able access the device through TGA's Special 

Access Scheme. I am advised that the patient's medical practitioner would need to submit an application to the TGA for special 

consideration. This involves an assessment by a clinician who considers technical information supplied with the device by the 

manufacturer, the availability and suitability of possible alternative devices included on the ARTG and the clinical justification 

provided by the patient's medical practitioner before making a determination to approve the device through the Special Access 

Scheme. The processing time for these applications is approximately two days. 

If you require any additional information about the TGA's Special Access Scheme please visit the TGA website at http://
www.tga.gov.au/docs/html/sasinfo.htni or contact Dr Richard Pembrey the Clinical Advisor, Office of Devices Blood and Tis-
sues, TGA on 02 6232 8685. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT of  

HEALTH & AGEING  

PO Box 100 Woden ACT 2606 Telephone: (02) 6289 1555 Fax: 

(02) 6232 8687 

Rita Maclachlan 

Director 

Office of Devices Blood and Tissues 

Therapeutic Goods Administration 

Yours sincerely 

http://www.tga.gov.au/docs/html/sasinfo.htni
http://www.tga.gov.au/docs/html/sasinfo.htni
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A phone service for people who are deaf, or have a hearing or speech impairment 

We had an disappointing but interesting meeting this monthτdisappointing that in spite the fact we had a guest 

speaker we only had 11 members in attendance. We have just been notified that the Illawara branch has folded 

due to lack of numbers/interest and it makes one wonder if we are going the same way? The meeting was inter-

esting as we had a guest speaker Sandra Brown of the National Relay Service explaining and demonstrating the 

TTY system and explaining the two models that were available. I did do a write up on this system in last months 

newsletter and thought it would have roused some interest. 

For those of us who are interested in this system but are confused, after you have made your application which is 

a simple process the equipment will be sent to you by registered post (mine took only 8 days from the date of 

posting to the date of receipt) You can then request a home demonstration and an experienced representative 

will visit you. All this is without charge to yourself. Your only costs are the rental of the handset which is the nor-

mal cost of your existing set. (minus GST) from thereon you have the added bonus of being able to make calls any-

where in Australia and to mobiles for a cost of 25 cents per call. 

It should be stressed that if you are able to speak and hear you use the telephone exactly the same as your exist-

ing set.   

To contact the National Relay Service 

If you need more information or support contact the Helpdesk 9 am-5 pm Sydney time 

TTY: 1800 555 630 

Voice: 1800 555 630 

SMS: 0416 001 356 

Email: helpdesk@relayservice.com.au 

Mail 88 Darling Street. East Balmain 2041 

See the web site for more information www.relayservice.com.au 

 

 

 

. 

 It was an extremely interesting and highly informative morning held in a meeting room of the Chifley Hotel at 

Kings Cross, just up the road from the Cancer Council. The first speaker was Dr John McGuiness from Liverpool 

Hospital who told us how a present day head and neck surgical team operates, the improvements that have been 

made in technique, procedures and equipment over the past thirty or forty years and the prospect of further ad-

vances that are in the pipeline for the better treatment of head and neck cancer patients into the future. Dr 

McGuiness was a very entertaining and enthusiastic speaker with a comprehensive knowledge of his subject who 

hardly had to refer to his graphic slides of various operating procedures. Patients undergoing a laryngectomy at 

Liverpool Hospital under Dr McGuiness and his team will be in very good hands I feel. 

  

The next speaker was Pauline Don from the Canteen organisation telling us about their new resource for children 

with parents suffering with cancer and how to deal with issues that arise for them and how to access help. They 

are publishing a free book called "Now What" packed with information and advice aimed at young people from 

Cancer Council Meeting 16th April 2008 
Report by Antoni Krasnodebski 

National Relay Service  
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the ages of about 10 to 25. If you are interested in following this up you can check out their website at 

www.nowwhat.org.au which is very user friendly once you get into it. 

  

Following Pauline was Brenda Clasquin, a radiologist who now works with the Cancer Council. She explained the 

workings of radiotherapy and planning, targeting and execution in how it relates to head and neck cancer patients 

and why it usually extends to a six week course of treatment for us. It was a little difficult to follow as she tended 

to use a fair bit of jargon and technical terms. We had a break for a cup of coffee and a chat after that. 

  

On resuming the session Cath Julien, clinical nurse consultant from Prince of Wales Hospital, gave a talk on the 

care and management of head and neck cancer patients with an emphasis on laryngectomy patients but covering 

others such as melanomas etc. After Cath they asked me to give a talk on my experience as a head and neck can-

cer patient. So I rambled on from when I first discovered a lump in my neck, to when I lost my voice and went to 

the doctor to discover that I had throat cancer in need of immediate attention. I covered the surgery and the sub-

sequent radiation and how that knocked me around and onto now where I am working full time and have recov-

ered fairly well. I was only asked to field a couple of questions, probably because I gave a fairly disjointed talk. Not 

knowing what to expect I had not made any preparation for my presentation. If asked to do something similar an-

other time I will make notes of things I should cover as afterwards I kept thinking of problems I should have men-

tioned for the benefit of the people manning the cancer helpline, but failed to do so. 

  

Next came Julia Maclean who spoke mainly about the dysphagia research that she is doing, which is sponsored by 

our Association. It turns out that about 70% of laryngectomees suffer from either eating and/or swallowing prob-

lems. It shouldn't be too long now before Julia gives us a report on her findings for publication in this newsletter as 

she has already reported in a medical journal. It should prove enlightening. 

  

Finally Belinda Vangelov, a dietician from Prince of Wales, spoke about the difficulties in maintaining the weight of 

cancer patients particularly when they are undergoing radiotherapy which I can certainly remember from when I 

was having it. I recall one day when it took me over half an hour to eat one egg scrambled. It just wouldn't go 

down. Anyway, after Belinda finished they brought out a load of yummy looking food for all the participants but I 

was in a hurry and left without getting stuck in. 

  

I was surprised to discover the extent of services provided by the Cancer Council, especially the number of people 

manning their helpline service. I hope they learnt a few things from the morning and will now be better able to 

field questions from people ringing up with concerns regarding head and neck cancer in particular. 

HOSPITAL VISITOR TRAINING 

Last month I asked if there was anyone interested in doing a visitor training course, from feedback from speech pa-

thologists there is a need in country areas. I have had no replies! 

The Laryngectomee Association will pay travel expenses and the cost of overnight accommodation in Sydney for any 

country people interested and willing!  

Reply to:  

The Secretary. 

39/122 Saunders Street 

PYRMONT 2009 

Telephone 02 95719220 
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Your personal invitation from the President and committeeLaryngectomee 

Laryngectomee Association of N.S.W 

 
¢ƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ ΨDh[59b !bbL±9w{!w¸έ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀ IŀǊōƻǳǊ /ǊǳƛǎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ǘƘŜ мт {ŜǇπ
tember, 2008, which is normally the date of our monthly meeting. 
 
Our Host will be Peter EWAN, who had his laryngectomy on 9/11/07 at the R.N.S.H. and his partner Fiona JEFFERSON. Together 

ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ά/ƻƳƳƻŘƻǊŜ /ƘŀǊǘŜǊǎέ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦƭŀƎǎƘƛǇ ǘƘŜ aΦ±Φ W9ww¸ .!L[9¸Φ ¢ƘŜ ŎǊǳƛǎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜ ƻǳǊ ǳǎǳŀƭ ·Ƴŀǎ CǳƴŎǘƛƻƴΣ 

for this year. 

 
The "JERRY BAILEY" is one of Sydney's premier entertaining venues. This superbly appointed 20m catamaran cruiser seats over 
100 guests comfortably on one level with accommodation for a further 50 guests in the upper deck saloon bar. It is a licensed 
venue with a extensive selection of fine imported and Australian wines, beer and spirits. The JERRY BAILEY   boasts a superb menu 
ǘƻ ǎǳƛǘ ǘƘŜ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƴŜŜŘǎΣ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ǘƘŜ ά.ŀƭƳŀƛƴ /ǊǳƛǎƛƴƎ /ƻŎƪǘŀƛƭ .ǳŦŦŜǘǘ aŜƴǳέ 

The cruise will be 4 last hours on Sydney Harbour and start at 2.0pm with pick up points at MEADOWBANK WHARF on Bowden 

St. , Meadowbank  and Frazer St., Wharf at  Lilyfield/Balmain and with drop-off at 6.0pm that evening. 

Members, their carers, together with our professional friends speech pathologists, doctors etc. will be free of charge with a nomi-

nal charge of $30 (subsided) for other guests, beverages will be at your own expenses. 

The Meadowbank Wharf is located in Bowden Street only a short 2/3 minute walk from Meadowbank Railway Station which is 

the railway Station before West Ryde.   Arrangements  can be made for transport from the Station to the wharf. 

 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƭǳȄǳǊȅ /ǊǳƛǎŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀƭ ǾŜƴǳŜ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ  ƻǳǊ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘΣ ǎƻ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ DƻƭŘŜƴ !ƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ŀ I¦DE 

Success. 

We are giving you  plenty of time  to enable you  to organise your  own commitments and intentions so that you can book this 
date.  So we can  arrange  catering facilities we would like  some indication of your intentions at  an early date.  See details on 
booking form included in this newsletter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

{ǇƻƴǎƻǊǎ ƻŦ ά{ǘƛƭƭ ¢ŀƭƪƛƴƎέ 

www.mainmed.com.au 

1300 005279 

Importers of Blom Singer 

Products 

Next Meeting:   

Wednesday  

21st May at 11am 

Uniting Church Hall 

Carrington Avenue. 

Strathfield. 

 Light lunch afterwards 

50th Anniversary Celebration 

Brian Gardner President 
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Laryngectomee Association of N.S.W 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our celebration will take place on Sydney Harbour on the 17th September 2008 on the above cruise boat. The cruise 

will last for 4 hours starting at 2pm with pick up points at MEADOWBANK WHARF on Bowden St. , Meadowbank  and Frazer 

St., wharf  at  Lilyfield / Balmain  with drop-off at 6.0pm that evening. The Meadowbank Wharf  located in Bowden Street only a 

short 2/3 minute walk from Meadowbank Railway Station which in the railway Station before West Ryde.   Arrangements  can be 

made for transport from the Station to the wharf. 

Members their spouse and or carer, and all health professionals will be free of charge and a nominal charge of $30 made for other 

guests. 

Please forward your application as soon as possible to: The Secretary. 39/122 Saunders St. PYRMONT 2009 or  email details to 

admin@stilltalking.org. All places will be filled on a first come basis... 

bŀƳŜ ƻŦ ƳŜƳōŜǊΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ 

!ŘŘǊŜǎǎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 

bŀƳŜ ƻŦ ŎŀǊŜǊΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ 

bŀƳŜ ƻŦ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 

tƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ 

bŀƳŜ ƻŦ ƎǳŜǎǘǎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ 

Cheque/Money order for guests $.............................................. 

Please note payment for gusts must be made at the time of booking 


