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On 17 September 2008 we are celebrating the Associationôs Golden Anniversary. 

 

It all started back in 1958 when a Speech Therapist name Elinor Wray formed the LOST CHORD 
CLUB.  Miss Wray had completed her formal training as a Speech Therapist in the U.K. at a num-
ber of different hospitals.  On returning home she found there was no formal club or association 
for the training or education of laryngectomees.  In September 1958 she held a meeting in the old 
corrugated sheds at the Prince of Wales Hospital, Randwick.  At the early meetings she had 15 
Speech Therapists attending.  A Frank Coleman was the first President.  Some time in the early 
1960ôs Lilah Walton came on the scene and was the first Welfare Officer.  By this time the meet-
ings were at the Combined Services Club in Barrack Street, Sydney, who became the first sponsor.  
After a few years the Lost Chord Club transferred to the Cancer Councilôs rooms at Kings Cross.  
Later, in 1996, the Association moved to the current location at the Uniting Church, Strathfield.  

Here are some of the milestones during the 50 years gleaned from the records and information 
available:- 

1992 - Miss Wray passed away aged 98 years. 

 1992 - Name changed to the Laryngectomee Association of NSW and became a registered incor-
porated charity.  

1993 - The Association conducted a survey on the ways laryngectomees spoke ï there were 23% 
using oesophageal speech, 39% Servox, 20% Blom singer prothesis, 8% DSP8 and 9% Cooper 
Rand.   

1996 - Alan Dear, the then Newsletter Editor and also a counsellor for the Lost Chord Club for 
people about to undergo a laryngectomy and, in general our spokesman, died of a non -related 
cancer.  The óRPAô television series featured the laryngectomy of Dolores Stevens of Gilgandra, 
performed by Professor Chris OôBrien, later to become well known for his own career ending 
health problems and his subsequent Cancer Foundation work. 

1998 - Brian Gardner became the incumbent President. 

1999 - A memorable year ï Lilah Walton was presented with an Order of Australia for her services 
to Community Health. 
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2003 - The Capper Bequest ï The Association received news from the Permanent Trustee Office in 
Victoria that it had been bequeathed a substantial amount of money with three other beneficiar-
ies.  In brief, Mrs Evelyn Olive Capper of Bayview, died in March 2003.  Although not a laryngec-
tomee, Mrs Capper had suffered from cancer and in those years had been befriended by Lilah 
Walton, who came into contact with her through contacts with The Cancer Council of N.S.W .  The 
amount after Probate and the selling of shares and bonds, etc., was $506,569 of which $500,000 
was invested with the balance credited towards the Associationôs continuing operations. The Asso-
ciation has benefited greatly as a result of Lilahôs role as confidante and her compassionate sup-
port to the late Mrs Capper.  

Up to date, financially, from the bequest funds there has been a three year clinical research pro-
gramme by Julia Maclean (Speech Pathologist ï St George Hospital)  into swallowing difficulties 
facing patients undergoing laryngectomy operations.  So far $75,000 out of a total $90,000 com-
mitment has been advanced. 

Some of you may remember the founding years of the Club/Association when it was financed by 
efforts on raffles and street stalls down at the Rocks and at Strathfield and the hundreds of stoma 
covers made by willing volunteers. 

2003 was also the year that Lilah decided to retire and Bill Eccleston took over as Welfare Officer. 

In recent years, unfortunately, we have seen the passing of a number of members of great 
strength and leadership including Bruce Darlington, Noel Bluett, Stan Morley, Bill Eccleston, Eric 
Kelly, Ron Carlson and John Nicholson, who was the backbone of the Association for over fifteen 
years.  Recently we lost one of the past Presidents and founder of the Western Districts branch, 
Life Member Alan Dawson, and earlier Faith Green, wife of our Vice President, Russell Green. 

The Association now has four living Life Members ï Lilah Walton, Tony Krasnodebski, John Cha-
loner and Brian Gardner.  There are close to 300 financial members, which include 50 profession-
als, speech pathologists and medical people.  In addition to the above receiving the monthly 
Newsletter we have about 40 other professionals receiving the Newsletter via email. 

Special thanks must go to The Cancer Council NSW for its support over the years and for financial 
reimbursement of the postage costs of the monthly Newsletter and to Michael Schaffler of Main 
Medical for his sponsorship of the printing costs. 

The Newsletter and more recently the very comprehensive Website have become important and 
integral functions of the Association.  Those who are unable to attend meetings and country 
members look forward to reading the happenings and useful information thus conveyed.  

This brief history of the Association, and it is brief, would not be complete without special mention 
of the Speech Pathologists.  They have been involved from the time Miss Wray formed the Club 
and have been the instigators of the formation of most of the country branches.   

There are affiliated branches in the following centres -  Liverpool, Albury, Canberra, Gosford , 
Tamworth, Port Macquarie and a very strong branch at Newcastle and Dawn and John Lovett are 
to be congratulated for their efforts there.  

It is not possible to mention by name all those members and professionals who have contributed 
in so many ways with support and service, past and present over the 50 years.  The Golden Anni-
versary celebration is a tribute to each and every one.  

Letôs look forward to a brighter future with earlier diagnosis and improved treatment and out-
comes that will occur with medical advances and research. 

 

Brian Gardner President 
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/ŀǊŘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ {ǇŜŜŎƘ tŀǘƘƻƭƻƎȅ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ {ǘ ±ƛƴŎŜƴǘΩǎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ 

Congratulations on reaching your 50th year!  

Our staff and patients appreciate your ongoing support. 
 

wŜΥ DƻƭŘŜƴ !ƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ /ƘǊƛǎ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴ !a  

Dear Brian, 

Thank you for your kind letter of July 15th. I am honoured that you have in-

vited me ( along with Gail, my wife) to attend your celebrations. 

Unfortunately I will be flying to England on that very day to give a lecture that 

I was supposed to give in November 2007. 

I have great respect and admiration for your organization but I'm pleased 

that we do very few primary laryngectomies these days. 

It may be of interest to you that I have written a memoir and in it I write 

about Dolores Stephens who featured in the RPA series and who had a laryn-

gectomy for a cancer of the hypopharynx. 

Please give my warm regards to all of your members and those attending the 

ŘŀȅΦ L ƘƻǇŜ ƛǘϥǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦ /ƘŜŜǊǎΣ /ƘǊƛǎ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴ !a 

Several emails of congratulations and best wishes were sent from Web 

Whispers and The International Association of  Laryngectomees.  

N.B Our web page www.stilltalking.org is now listed on the Interna-

ǘƛƻƴŀƭ [ŀǊȅƴƎŜŎǘƻƳŜŜ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǿŜō ǇŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ²Ŝō ²ƘƛǎǇŜǊǎ 

and our newsletter is available of their web pages  

Please accept our apologies for the mix up in the pick up times of the 

cruiseðit was due to circumstances beyond our control. We apologise 

for any inconvenience 

I feel sure that by the time we had been under way for a little while all 

was forgiven - especially by those who chose to wait in the bar at Circu-

lar QuayðIt was a good day seemingly enjoyed bay all 

Colin Bolton Secretary 
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From The Past 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above right Elanor Wray MBE Founder of The Lost Chord 

Club 

Above Left First president Francis Corlnen 

Left  S BirkinshawτFirst Secretary 

First meeting of the Lost Chord ClubτRandwick  Hospital 


